
 

Mid-Year Review & The Changing 
Landscape of Abuse for Brokers 

 
Thank you to those who joined our mid-year review and conversation on the changing landscape of 
abuse. As we discussed, the situation is urgent and the threat is existential. It is important to make 
sure that you understand how this threat is affecting the insurance market and what this means for 
you and your insureds. This includes:  
 
A Growing Threat of Historical Allegations 
As states across the country dramatically expand statutes of limitation—including a look back 
period—it is all but guaranteed that our movements will be facing a significant increase in historical 
allegations. Be sure that your insureds know how to respond to an adult disclosing abuse. The 
survivor should be told four things:  
 

1. I believe you  
2. It’s not your fault  
3. I will do all in my power to help you heal  
4. We have learned a lot since then and are making sure this doesn’t happen again  

 
Greatly Increased Severity of Settlements & Jury Verdicts 
Society's intolerance of abuse has transformed how juries view abuse cases—meaning both custodial 
sentences and financial settlements that are astronomically higher than they would have been a few 
years ago. To compound this trend, juries are also much less inclined to differentiate between 
different forms of abuse that might once have been assessed on a spectrum of "severity".   
 
Fundamental Changes to the Insurance Market 
As a result of these shifts, the insurance markets are reassessing how they cover abuse as a risk—
and it will absolutely result in either much greater premiums, much lower limits, or a combination of 
the two across the entire insurance market.  
 
Here's what you can do to help your insureds prepare:  
 

1. Talk to your insureds about this threat and support them in making sure they have abuse 
prevention practices in place that will eliminate abuse at their organization. 

2. Review your insureds’ current insurance coverage with them and help them decide the best 
limits for them and their exposure. 

3. Support your insureds’ in gathering past insurance policies—especially as they pertain to 
abuse. They will need this information if any survivors do come forward. 

 
Thank you for all of the work that you do to keep your insureds safe, and for being engaged in the 
work that we’re doing as well. Please reach out to your Underwriter if you have any questions or 
concerns.  
 
 


